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Introduction

TheFrugalComPuterGuy.com was created to show Pcople there is an abundant
amount of free software available and that most of us don't need to buy software for
our home comPuter, unless the free software available doesn't meet a persons special
or sPechcic needs. There are lots of sites out there that let PeoPle know about free
soFtware, what make TthrugalComPutchug.com a[:)art from them, is that not on!g
does the site tell you what the free software is, there is a free video tutorial (]inked
from You | ube.com) showing how that software works. \/iewing the tutorial will allow
the viewer to see what the software can do, eliminating the need for you to download
it sPcncl time icaming what the software can do, on]g to find out, although it does
what the dcscription tells you, it rca”g is not what you were looking for. Agood
cxamP]e of this is Faint.Net. ]gyou are Iooking fora image creator or Pl—roto editor,
you can sPend 10 minutes or so seeing if that sofware will meet your needs before
even down(oading it. O]C course the site would be better if it also reviewed other
Proc{ucts (Like Gimp.org) and compared the two. ]n the Future, The ]:ruga]
Computer Gug hopes to do tlnat, but rigl—rt now there arcjust not enoug}'x hours in
the clag, so it will have to wait.

Thunderbird

So, whg would a person want to download Thunc{erbird mail client and use that over
Winclows Livc Mail client thcg are both free? Microso{:t seems to cnjog making
drastic improvemcnts to its software when releasing anew oPeration system.
Outlook Express with windows 95, Windows Live Mai] with Vista, or you can use
Outlook hcgou want to pay for something. ]Fgou are using Thunderbirc{, tlﬂeg make
improvemcnts rcguiar]y, but the are overall less drastic - meaning you don't have to
learn a whole new way of doing things. Also, 3oujust upgradc& your oPerating
system and you need to learn all new ways of cloing tlﬁings on ’chat, when you have
imPortan’c e-mails coming in and going out, often you don't have time to learn a new
mail client as well as learn the new oPcrating system. Also Thunclérbird works and
looks pretty much the same on Windows, Mac, and | inux — | he three major



oPera’cing systems. 50, hcgou decide to switch from Windows to Mac or | _inux,
Thunderbird will work the same on all systems, saving you time and frustration

lcaming a new mail client on your new oPerating system.

Logo

50, what is that thing you have fora Pic’cure? TheFrugalComPuterGug.com Iogo is
a wallet with intemationa”g recognizecl sgmbol for NO No~\/\/a”ets. Tl’n’s is to let
the viewers know theg can leave there wallets at home. The I:rugal Computcr
Gug.com is and will a]ways bee FRETE. | will not ask for any money to view any
content (or extra conten’c). A” tutorials and reviews are FREE A” SOxctware
reviewed is FRET - Not [ree for %0 ciag,Just FREE (at least for the home user).
T his is intentional, for the young (and young at heart) that don't have a lot of money,
but have a lot of interest in their computer. | want to inspire them to get more out of
their computers. ] want to show them what is available - for )Cree, magbe some basics

on how to use it then be amazed at what they can to with it.

Organize Your Computer

thn Tthruga]ComPutchug.com was startccl, the sites creators comPutcr was a
mess. Frograms, files, documents, were evergwhereJ files were named cverytlﬂing from
Booki xlxs to Untitlecl i.odts. [1e needed to get his files orgam’zecl because it was
getting to the Point of confusion. So, he went out and looked at the best way he
could find to organize his files. Tl’lc first thing discovered was, there is no one best
way. T he best way is what works for you, but one thing that was found out is that
some kind of organizationa] system should be done. [" ven a mediocre organizational
system is better than no organizational system. ]t can save you hours of time looi(ing
for afile or folder. The Fimc{ings are described more on the websitc, but theg can

basica”g be broken up into three areas:

» [Tile and [Tolder names
u ]:oldcr Struc‘cure

= Gctting organizc&/Maintaining your organizec] computer.



Now my computer is well organizecl with common/memorable file and folder names,
the folder structure is set up bg Project; not file type (For the most Part) and l am
maintaining that ]33 making sure once or twice a week | take a few minutes to rename
and Proper]g file away any new items | might have downloaded or created. | he next
thing ] would want to do is to backup my computer.

Backing up your computer

A lot of companies sell software to backup your comPuter. Somctimes when you
Purc}'\asc a hard drive, it comes with backup software — included for free. T he
comPanies se”ing you the hard drive through this in for a reason, next time you are
looking forahard clrive, you will look at their brand first! Mainly because you are
a]reaclg familiar with their backup software. 9o, even if their brand costs a little more
next time, the customer will Probablg pay that over trying to learn a new backup
software Pac‘(age. Aiso, some bac‘(up software that are included with the hard drive
onlg work with that brand of hard drive. This is where the ]:rugal ComPuter Gu3
gets Fruga]. Frugal is rea”gjust a Po]ite way of saying clﬂeapl Or meaning, someone
that doesn't like to spend money. Now we are starting to narrow the scope of our

backup software — ]t must be free and not company spechcic.

Looking further into tlﬂings,just speci%ing }Dackup is not clear. T here are two types
of backups. T here can be afile orfolder backup (which includes mu]tiple files and
Folders). And there is a Par’cition or system backup. The difference is this, you can
copy all the files from your hard drive to a backup drive using a file backup, but when
you restore them, your computer will not run. [For this, you need to do a Par’cition or
system backup. You may also hear the word clone or mirror of a hard drive — this is
the same as a Par’cition or system backup, but will back it up exact]y the same as what
is on that Partition (byte for bgtc). ln summary, a system backup backs up your
opcrating system drive (or Partition) whereas a File/po]dcr backup is more for backing

UP 3OUF c]ocuments and down]oads.

[~ aseus | odo Backup is free for home uses to use. |t has both a sgstem/Partition
backup and a folder backup. The sgstem backup has you to create a start up CD

(or Hashdrive) in case of a hard drive Faiiure; you would need to rePlacc your hard



drive with a new one (’che same size or ]arger) P]ace the boot CD (orﬂas% drive) and
boot up into that. Thcn you would be able to restore from your system backup onto
your new hard drive — restoring your system to the Point in time that you created the

system backup. This works we”, but system backups take a iorxg time to completc.

[T asecus ] odo Backup can do incremental backups. An incremental backup is a
way of taking one complcte backup o{:gour system, then from time to time
(dag/week/month) onlg }Jackup the files that have clnanged. 501 the initial backup
takes a ]ong time, but the incremental backups run quicuy. The Problem with this —

this version costs money.

[T aseus | odo Backup does offer an incremental file folder backup forfree -~ This
works Perpect for me. What ] do is, create a sgs’cem bac‘(up every six months or 50, or
when | add a software Package. Then]doa week]y incremental file /folder backup
on my documents. | hat way, | can restore my computer in case of a hard drive crash
to the Point in them of that last backup, then | have my documents backed up
incrementa”g to the last xcile/)colder backup. Oﬂ a separate issue, if ] need a file or
folderfrom a few weeks back (that l may have accidenta”3 dcletecl/renamecl/or
changed) | can restore that from my incremental File/?o!dcr backup.

Encrypting Data

Now, l am organizecl) ] have my data backed up, the next thing on the agencla is
Protecting my data. T ax returns, electronic bank statements, other imPortant
documcnts; may have account numbers and other pcrsonal information that ] would
want to protect by Placing ina Password Protected Fo]c]er;just in case somcthing
haPPens to my comPu’cer~ lt could be ]ost, stolen, or hacked from the internet. A
Passworcl Protec’ced folder would give me an added level of securitg from thieves.

T his type of folderis called an cncrgpted file; and there is a free and open source
software Package called TrueCrgPt that will allow you to create encrypted files
that can onlg be read using TrueCrgPt and a correct Password to open and that is
what l would recommend to encrypt your sensitive files. When the encrgpted file is
unencrgptcd (using TrucCrgPt and the correct Passworc]) Thefileis oPcncd and
shows up on your computer like an external drive, the size of that virtual external drive

will be the size given at time of creation. \Nhen the file is unmounted (or C]OSCCD the



file looks like an orclinary file (which itis), it can be renamed, c{e]eted) e~mailch’ust like
any othermc, the on]y magic haPPcns when it is oPenec{ with TrueCrgPt and given

the correct Password.

Paint.Net

FaintNet is afree image crcator/Photo editor similar to Photoshop‘ ]t allows you to
edita Photo, cut copy paste parts and create ]agers. Layers is the idea of P]acing
different pictures or parts of Pictures on transparencies a”owing the !ager behind it
to show throug}'x. Tl—]e ]ayers can now be placec’ in any order a”owing the toP
transparency Picture to be seen inits entirety while the Pic’cures underneath show
through the trasparent parts of the above it. This is an casy way of adding or
removing a person from a Picture, changing a background, or duplicating orresizing
and rotating a part of a Picture. Faint.th is a PowerFu] Pl’lo’co editor for Windows

users Oﬂlﬂ).

LibreOffice

Libre Ogice is a wonderful office suite very similar to MicroSoFt Ogicc. Libre
Office Calcis similar to MicroSoft [ xcel and | ibre Office Writer is Similar to
Worcl. And although thcy are not exactly the same, Libre O]C)Cicc can create
Microsog’c Word format files and Microsoxct E_xce! format files. Meaning if your
resume was created using Librc Ogice Writer, and thejob aPP!ication must send his
or her resume in Word 2007 format — the | ibre Office resume can be saved as a
Microsoft 2007 word format file. Note, you may want to open that file as a
Microsog’c 2007 format file before you send it a]ong to the company. Librc Ogice
can open Microsoft Word Fi!es, and some things Gikc bullets) don't translate cxact]y
the same when saving from Open Office format to Word 2007 format.

Summary
]n summary goa! of TheFrugalComPuterC]uy‘com is to help the visitors of the site

get the most out of their comPutCrs forthe least amount of cost (cnc time and/or

moncg) T his is done bg s}wowing giving them best Practice tips and to educate them



about free software available on the internet. Tutoria]s are meant to give the viewer
an idea of how the (Free) software works before they download it; So thcg will have
anidea if free software is sometlﬂing theg would actua”9 Bclp them do what theg
wanted/needed to get done. Thc software reviewed on
Thef:rugalComPuterGug.com website might not do evergthing you want it to do
and you may want or have to Purchase some software for some sPecia] needs you
have, and certainlg can't meet cvcrgbodg’s needs all the time. The website is here to
show what is available on the internet for free, and to give the viewer enougl—i of an
idea of how the software works, cutting down their '] earn to use new software’ time
to let them make the decision if a free alternative is an oPtion that would make them
more Productivc forless cost or not. ] believe for most home users, the free software

is a viable alternative.
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